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General Information
2010 -2011

Tours are offered every Wednesday morning during the academic year at 9:00am, no
appointment necessary. (except winter break, spring break and CSAP testing window)
Tours take about an hour and are very informative



Why is a Montessori Preschool Program essential to the success of
Montessori Peaks Academy and your child?

A Montessori Preschool Program is considered essential to the success of the School
because it makes the students successful learners even before they have entered the
elementary classroom.

Dr. Maria Montessori conducted scientific observations of children and concluded

that all children experience highly “sensitive periods” of intense fascination with

learning particular skills, between birth and six years of age. She designed the
Montessori preschool classroom environment so that children could feel it,
manipulate it, control it and master it, thereby gaining confidence, self-motivation and
a love of learning. The self-esteem, which a child develops while continually
learning and mastering new skills, carries over into the academic areas later in the
elementary program.

The preschool curriculum was designed to further encourage children’s inherent love
of learning by giving them opportunities to engage in spontaneous, meaningful

activities. Through their “work” during the preschool years, children refine their

motor skills, build cognitive skills and begin to develop concentration, motivation,
persistence and discipline.

Success in school is directly tied to the degree to which children believe that they are
capable and independent human beings. By allowing children to develop a
meaningful degree of independence and self-discipline, Montessori sets a pattern for a
lifetime of good work habits and a sense of responsibility. Students are taught to take
pride in doing things themselves carefully and well.

Montessori schools are designed to help each student discover and develop his unique
talents and possibilities. They treat each child as a unique individual learner. In
Montessori, children learn at their own pace, and learn in the ways that work best for
them as individuals. The goal is to be flexible and creative in addressing each student
as a unique individual. Learning becomes its own reward, and each success fuels a
desire to discover even more.

The basis of the Montessori approach is the simple observation that children learn
most effectively through direct experience and the process of investigation and
discovery.

“The child is the spiritual builder of mankind, and obstacles to his development

are the stones in the wall by which the soul of man has become imprisoned.
-Maria Montessori: The Absorbent Mind: Clio Montessori Press, 1994 pg. 204



ADVOCATE FOR YOUR CHILD, ALWAYS!

MONTESSORI PEAKS ACADEMY
MISSION STATEMENT

1t is the mission of Montessori Peaks Academy to achieve high standards

of individual excellence by guiding the whole student through an
exceptional educational experience based on the educational model of
Maria Montessori.

CHARTER SCHOOL INFORMATION

The Colorado Charter Schools Act was enacted in 1993 to enhance educational
opportunities for students in Colorado by giving parents, teachers and community
members an avenue “to take responsible risks and create new, innovative, more
flexible ways of educating all children within the public school system.” The Act
seeks to create an atmosphere in Colorado’s public schools where research and
development in developing different learning opportunities is actively pursed.

Charter schools are non-sectarian, non-religious and non-home-based; schools
governed by a group of parents, teachers and/or community members within a
specified public school district. A “Charter” is negotiated between a Charter
School and its school district, which allows a Charter School to operate free from
certain specified school district policies and state regulations.

Charter schools are subject to the same or higher student performance standards
as other schools in the district, as mandated by state law. Charter schools provide
an effective means for more students to meet Colorado content standards by
utilizing time, resources and instructional strategies in more effective and efficient
ways.

Montessori Peaks Academy was Jefferson County’s first public Montessori
Charter School, opening its doors in September 1997.

Montessori Peaks Academy does not discriminate on the basis of disability, race, color, religion,
gender, sexual orientation, national origin or age in its programs or activities. Inquires regarding
nondiscrimination policies should first be directed to the MPA Board of Directors designated
representative. Further inquires may be directed to the Executive Director of Employee Relations
1829 Denver West Drive, Building #27 P.O. Box 4001 Golden, CO 80401-0001



INTRODUCTION TO THE MONTESSORI MODEL OF EDUCATION

“Respect all the reasonable forms of activity in which the child engages and try to
understand them”
-Maria Montessori

Dr. Maria Montessori, and Italian physician, observed that children possess an
intrinsic need to explore and learn about the world and a natural propensity to
absorb knowledge and information provided them.

Montessori philosophy is based on a deep respect for the individual child. A
Montessori classroom environment is specifically designed for specific multi-aged
groups. The child has access to a variety of materials, equipment, activities and
furniture to his/her age, interest and ability. Central to the environment is the
trained teacher, who assists the child in the unfolding of his/her individual
personality.

A Montessori program achieves a balance between a child’s needs for freedom of
movement and social interaction, and her/his equally compelling needs for order,
independence, concentration, and challenge. Qualified, caring adults guide a child
to moments of discovery that give her/him great joy, and a sense of dignity as an
independent human being. Children learn to think for themselves, collaborate with
others, and become actively involved in their own education. Children then take
ownership of their knowledge, have confidence in their opinions, and are better
prepared to face the challenges ahead.

Perhaps the most important aspect of the Montessori process is that abstractions
are not taught directly; instead the necessary components are provided so that the
children can make their own abstractions. This means that the children arrive at
abstraction through their own creative thought developed during their struggle to
understand. Children can achieve this by manipulating concrete manipulatives
(Montessori materials) that are arranged sequentially on shelves.  These
manipulatives are self-correcting and provide maximum potential for success.

Montessori Peaks Academy is a Public School and participates in all State and
Federal mandates surrounding student achievement. MPA utilizes Jefferson
County Embedded Assessments, CSAP testing and Content Standards while
maintaining the Montessori curriculum.

“The adult works to improve his environment while the child works to improve himself.”
-Maria Montessori

For more information on student testing consult the student handbook.




MONTESSORI PEAKS ACADEMY

In August 1996, a Steering Committee of parents was formed which researched,
prepared, and submitted a Charter Application to the Jefferson County Board of
Education. In June 1997, the Charter Contract was approved.

Montessori Peaks Academy “MPA” offers programs for children from primary
(age 3) through sixth grade. Half-day kindergarten and grades 1 through 6" are
tuition free. Full-day kindergarten and the preschool programs require payment
of tuition. See page 6 for details on tuition amounts and program schedules.

Currently MPA offers six early childhood or Primary classrooms (age 3-6), two
K-1 classrooms, four lower-elementary classrooms (1“—3rd grade) and three upper-
elementary classrooms (4"-6" grade). We also offer Music, Physical Education
and Art “Specials” as part of our curriculum.

The Board of Directors, of Montessori Peaks Academy in accordance with the
school’s Charter contract with the Jefferson County School District is responsible
for making all governance and policy decisions affecting the students and staff.
The MPA Board of Directors is an elected board of 8 parents and one community
member. All board meetings are posted 24 hours prior to the meeting and are
open to the public, except executive sessions of the Board.

TEACHER QUALIFICATIONS

“The teacher’s mission has for its aim something constant and exact, bearing in
mind the words, “he must grow while I diminish.”
-Maria Montessori

Lead Teachers at MPA are Montessori trained and certified. Leads must also
possess a four-year degree relating to education.

Assistant teachers are present in all our classrooms. Assistants must have
previous experience in school or childcare settings. Many of our assistants have
taken Montessori Overview courses.

Montessori teachers strive to:
= Awaken a child’s spirit and imagination.
= Encourage his/her normal desire for independence and high sense of self-
esteem.
= Help him/her develop the kindness, courtesy and self-discipline that will
allow the student to become a full member of society.



= Help the student learn how to observe, question and explore ideas
independently.

VOLUNTEERISM AT MONTESSORI PEAKS ACADEMY

Parents are encouraged to become involved in the school at all levels. Each family is
asked to contribute 50 volunteer hours, 25 for single parent families; per academic year.
This equates to approximately 5 hours per month. Many opportunities are available to
volunteer. Check with your student’s lead teacher for classroom volunteer needs. Listed
below are the committees MPA offers.

= Fundraising Committee
This committee works with administration to assist in maintaining the culture of the
school and ensuring we have the funds and hands to do it!
Sub committees include
o Grant Writing
o Fund Raising
= Financial Oversight Committee
This committee works in conjunction with the Board of Directors and Administration to
ensure responsible fiscal practices and procedures.
= Facilities Committee
This committee works closely with Administration to support smooth running of the
facilities of the school.
= Technology Committee
This committee supports the technological needs of MPA staff and students.
= Community Relations
This committee helps coordinate and schedule volunteer activities; tally volunteers hours
and acts as the liaison between board committees, PTA and administration.

* The Accountability Committee works with Administration and the Board to help
the school meet its educational goals.

Montessori Peaks Academy PTA

A very active PTA supports Montessori Peaks Academy. The PTA sponsors many
yearly activities such as Book Fairs, the Annual Spring Fest Celebration, Teacher
Appreciation Activities, Fundraisers, School Dances and much more!

The Literacy Committee focuses on reading programs at MPA. This committee works
directly with the Principal and supports classroom teachers.

Hospitality Committee organizes and sponsors school-wide events, like mother-
daughter teas, parties and other events.

Art and Cultural Committee organizes and facilitates school musicals, plays and other
events to broaden exposure to the arts in a multicultural way.

Fundraising

See the Student/Parent Handbook for frequently asked questions about volunteering at
MPA and for more information on PTA committees and events.

“Whoever touches the life of the child touches the most sensitive point of a whole,
which has roots in the most distant past and climbs toward the infinite future.”
-Maria Montessori




ENROLLMENT /ACCEPTANCE PROCEEDURES

Enrollment of a student into the school begins by completing and submitting a Jefferson
County Student Information Form. A non-refundable $50.00 application fee is required for
all tuition-based programs (pre-school). An Enrollment Guarantee Fee of $200.00 is due
upon notification of enrollment for all students ages three and four. This Enrollment
Guarantee Fee will be applied to the student’s first tuition payment in August.

Placement in a program is prescribed by the child’s age as of October 1. The student is either
enrolled immediately or placed on a waiting list/lottery pool if space is not available. In-
district and out-of-district waiting lists/lottery pools are maintained. Children who reside in
Jefferson County maintain priority on the list over those who reside outside of Jefferson
County. Siblings of students already enrolled in the school and children of staff members are
given priority on either list.

By March 1% of each year, the administration will determine the number of spaces available
for the next school year. In January parents of students currently attending MPA must
declare their intentions for attendance of the next academic school year. Students in the
lottery pool will be contacted to fill any vacancies available after the declaration of the
currently enrolled students to attend the next academic year. Notification as to wait
list/lottery pool parents will be made no later than the Choice Enrollment dates set by the
Jefferson County School District of each year. If the lottery pool cannot be exhausted and
additional space becomes available, a lottery may be held no later than June 1% of each year.

When a vacancy in a class occurs during the academic year, parents of students on the lottery
pool will be contacted by mail first. A parent may either accept enrollment at that time, defer
and remain in the lottery pool, or decline enrollment and be removed from the list. In any
event, the $50.00 cost to process the student’s application for the enrollment or inclusion on
the lottery pool remains non-refundable. Enrollment Applications are accepted for students
entering the school in future years. A signed Enrollment/Tuition agreement form is required
at registration in August.

MPA welcomes learners of all abilities and learning styles. Parents of students who are
staffed for special needs prior to final acceptance at MPA must provide the school with a
copy of the student’s IEP and identify any special needs of their student(s). If there is a
question about the ability of the MPA program to accommodate the recommendations
contained in the IEP, a properly constituted staffing team will be convened to determine
whether MPA is an appropriate placement for the student and, if so, the manner in which the
IEP will be implemented at MPA.

Primary students must be fully potty-trained and able to care of themselves (with adult
supervision) if an accident occurs. MPA is NOT licensed to change diapers.

Registration takes place in the fall and all students will be required to have the following
paper work; Birth certificate, Immunization records & health statement signed by the
physician. All forms will be held in the office.

Students who are entering into MPA from a private or out of district school will be
asked to complete an authorization to request records. Students who entering into
from the neighborhood school, MPA will request the records.



TOURS

MPA offers tours every Wednesday morning during the academic year at 9:00 a.m., no appointment
necessary. Tours take about an hour and are very informative.

SCHOOL HOURS
Grades 1" — 6™
8:00 a.m. —3:00 p.m

Preschool: Kindergarten:
Half Day 8:00 —11:00 a.m. Half Day 12:00 —3:00 p.m.
Full Day 8:00 -3:00 p.m. Full Day 8:00 —3:00 p.m.

TUITION & FEES FOR THE 2010-2011 ACADEMIC SCHOOL YEAR

Billed monthly per Academic year August 1 through May31* (10 month cycle)

If a student enters after the scheduled start of school, billing proration will be based on the number of
days the student will attend for the academic year that may result in a different payment schedule.

3 year olds have the option of: M-Thur or M-F
Monday-Thursday: Rates

8:00- 11:00 - $380.00 a month / $3,800.00 per academic year
8:00 —3:00 - $570.00 a month /$5,700.00 per academic year

3 and 4 year olds have the option of: (4 year olds attendance is 5 days a week)
Monday-Friday: Rates

8:00 — 11:00 - $430.00 a month / $4,300.00 per academic year

8:00 —3:00 - $645.00 a month / $6,450.00 per academic year

Kindergarten: (5 years of age by October 1)
Monday-Friday: Rates

8:00 —3:00 - $385.00 a month / $3,850.00 per academic year
12:00-3:00 - No Tuition

BEFORE / AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS:

A registration fee must be paid in order for your student to participate in our extended care programs.
Families will be billed monthly according to the plan they choose.

Registration Fee for Before & After School Programs: $30.00 per child, $50.00 family.

Before School 7:00 — 8:00 a.m. $5.00 per day
After school Program 3:00-6:00 p.m. $12.00 per day

MONTESSORI MATERIAL FEE FOR ALL STUDENTS:
$155.00 per full-day student (annual fee for academic year)
$85.00 per half-day student (annual fee for academic year)

A late fee of 320.00 will be charged for all payments 10 or more days past due in any month. A charge
of 820.00 will apply to returned checks. MPA also accepts Visa and MasterCard for tuition payments




